BISMARCK

Frau von Mlihler a ready instrument, and von Miihler him-
self, though a keen-sighted and honourable official, was not
decided enough in his convictions to refuse concessions to
domestic peace which could only be made at the cost of
the state, when they could pass unnoticed.

It was perhaps from his practice as Attorney-General,
that the Minister of Justice, Count zur Lippe, had retained
his habit of making the most cutting remarks with a
smiling face and a supercilious air of superiority; whereby
he gave offence both in parliament and to his colleagues.
He stood with Bodelschwingh on our Extreme Right, and
defended his own line more keenly than Bodelschwingh,
because he was sufficiently an fait in the details of his de-
partment to follow his personal convictions, whereas Bodel-
schwingh could not manage the business of his office with-
out the willing co-operation of his practical advisers, who
in their political views inclined far more to the Left than
either their chief or the ministry at large.

The question of constitutional law, which was the sub-
ject of the Conflict, and the view thereof taken by the min-
istry and approved by the King, are set forth in a letter from
his Majesty to Lieutenant-Colonel von Vincke at Olbendorf
near Grottkau. The letter was noticed at the time in the
press, but has never, so far as I remember, been published,1
though it is the more deserving of publicity, inasmuch as
it affords an explanation of the attitude of the King on the
question of the indemnity.

1 It is published in L.  Schneider, Aus dem Leben Wilhelms /, vol.
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